
 
 
 
 
 

February 18, 2015 
 
 
Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail 
  
Board of Commissioners     
Whidbey Island Public Hospital District  
101 North Main Street 
Coupeville, WA 98239-3413 
 
Mr. Tom Tomasino 
Chief Executive Officer  
Whidbey General Hospital and Clinics 
101 North Main Street 
Coupeville, WA 98239-3413     

Re: Compliance with the Reproductive Privacy Act, RCW 9.02 

Dear Commissioners and Mr. Tomasino, 

We write to express our concern that Whidbey Island Public Hospital District d/b/a 
Whidbey General Hospital and Clinics (hereinafter “Whidbey General Hospital and 
Clinics”) is not in compliance with the Reproductive Privacy Act (“RPA”), RCW 
9.02.   

We understand that although Whidbey General Hospital and Clinics provides 
maternity care at its facilities, Whidbey General Hospital and Clinics has a policy of 
not providing abortion services for persons needing or requesting such services.1  We 
believe this violates the RPA and request that Whidbey General Hospital and Clinics 
change its policies and practices to come into compliance with the law.  

As you are aware, the RPA establishes that “[e]very woman has the fundamental right 
to choose or refuse to have an abortion” and that public hospital districts “shall not 
deny or interfere” with this fundamental right. RCW § 9.02.100(2)-(3).  Further, state 
law requires that if a public hospital district provides maternity care benefits, services, 
or information, it must also provide abortion services. RCW § 9.02.160. 

The Attorney General of the State of Washington has affirmed that a public hospital 
district that provides “a broad range of prenatal, childbirth, and postpartum services 
and information” is also required to provide abortion services.  Wash. Att’y Gen. Op. 

                                              
1 Whidbey General Hospital & Clinics, Reproductive Healthcare Policy, available at 
https://www.whidbeygen.org/my-hospital/important-policies/reproductive-healthcare-policy (last 
accessed Feb. 18, 2015). 
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