
Who is suspended or 
expelled and why?

Black students, Native American students, and other students of color are 
disproportionately likely to be suspended or expelled.

Black boys and girls have higher suspension rates than any of their peers. Nationally, 
eighteen percent (18%) of black boys and 10% of black girls receive an out of-school 
suspension, compared with five and two percent of white boys and girls respectively.1 The 
same is true in Washington. African American students in Washington are more than 
twice as likely as their white peers to be suspended or expelled.2  

Native American, Pacific Islander, and Hispanic/Latino students are also more likely than 
their white peers to be suspended and expelled in Washington State.3  

Racial disparities in out-of-school suspensions start early; nationally black children 
represent 19% of preschool enrollment, but 47% of the preschool children suspended one or 
more times. White children represent 41% of preschoolers, but only 28% of those receiving 
on or more out-of-school suspensions.4 

Students with disabilities are disproportionately likely to be suspended and expelled.

Across the nation, students with special needs are more likely to be suspended than their 
peers, and to be suspended repeatedly. This disparity grows as students progress through 
grades. For students with disabilities, the risk for suspension at the elementary school 
level is 4.1%. This rises to 19.3% at the secondary level.5 Similarly, in Washington State, 
students with special needs are over 2.3 times as likely as students without special needs 
to be suspended and expelled.6 

Nationally, the rates of suspension and expulsion are higher for Black students with 
disabilities than for white students.7 

LGBTQ students are disproportionately suspended and expelled.

Emerging data show that LGBT students also experience disproportionate exclusionary 
school discipline compared to their heterosexual peers.8  

The majority of school suspensions are for minor misbehavior.

The majority of school suspensions in Washington involve relatively minor incidents that 
do not threaten school safety, such as disruptive conduct or failure to cooperate, or other 
behavior that does not involve drugs, weapons, or violence.9
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