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ProQuest document link 
Abstract: "I think in the public's mind the issue is, can we be trusted? Are we being influenced by something
other than what's truly in the community's best interest?" she says. [Sonia Rodriguez] says she also believes
putting offenders on work crews would be an effective deterrent: "A lot of people in jail are not used to hard
work, and it's hot here in the summer." "I'm also a mother, a lawyer, a homeowner, a business owner. I do bring
a different perspective -- not just because I'm a member of the Latino community but because of all those
things."  
Links: Search for Full Text 
Full Text: Age: 35 Occupation: Family law attorney Previously held elected office: None Education: Bachelor's
degree in philosophy and a law degree, University of Washington. Sonia Rodriguez is only half joking when she
says serving on the Yakima City Council is nothing compared to raising a teenage girl. Half joking because her
brief tenure on the council has been anything but routine. Since her appointment in December, she has been
subjected to put-downs -- she was a feel-good affirmative action pick, that she's too soft-spoken, and that she's
a liberal Democrat and trial lawyer who supports amnesty for illegal immigrants. The characterizations seem to
overshadow some of her stands on issues. Last month, in the wake of the council's open-meetings controversy,
Rodriguez proposed a code of ethics. The council has agreed to draft one. "I think in the public's mind the issue
is, can we be trusted? Are we being influenced by something other than what's truly in the community's best
interest?" she says. "We need to answer to that. This is a good step in answering how we're going to move
forward." Given the wave of violence this summer and the city's financial struggles, one of her priorities is
reining in jail costs and developing a more comprehensive approach to gangs and graffiti. Aside from jailing
people, she's pushing for more intervention programs and Block Watch. Rodriguez says she also believes
putting offenders on work crews would be an effective deterrent: "A lot of people in jail are not used to hard
work, and it's hot here in the summer." A single mom who's raising a 13-year-old daughter, she is running hard
to retain her seat. She has raised nearly $3,600 and plans more fundraisers before the primary. During her
eight-month tenure, she has been on the losing end of a few issues, most notably the Fire Department's request
for a limited paramedic program. She voted against a new budget policy when it was brought up in April but
eventually supported it. Rodriguez acknowledges she has a quiet demeanor but says she prefers to listen and
gather information before taking a position. She says her remarks at a Cesar Chavez rally earlier this year --
support for civil rights and political empowerment for Latinos -- had nothing to do with amnesty, and that while
her mother and law partner is an immigration attorney, she herself specializes in family law. She once served as
a Democratic precinct officer but points to her experience as the owner of a law firm and her leadership as a
young attorney in the Washington State Bar Association. The digs about affirmative action, she says, "takes
away from all those other accomplishments. "I'm also a mother, a lawyer, a homeowner, a business owner. I do
bring a different perspective -- not just because I'm a member of the Latino community but because of all those
things." Chris Bristol Yakima Herald-Republic  
People: Rodriguez, Sonia 
Publication title: Yakima Herald - Republic 
First page: B.1
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