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David R. Carlson 
Disability Rights Washington 

315 Fifth Avenue South, Suite 850 
Seattle, WA 98104 

(206) 324-1521 
 

EDUCATION 

Gonzaga University School of Law, Spokane, Washington 
J.D., Cum Laude, May 2004 
Honors and Activities:  

Gonzaga Law Review, Editor-in-Chief  
Academic Merit Scholarship   

 
Eastern Washington University, Cheney, Washington 
B.A. Psychology, Cum Laude, December 1999 
 

EXPERIENCE 

Disability Rights Washington, Seattle, Washington 

Director of Legal Advocacy, 10/12-present; Associate Director of Legal Advocacy, 4/06-

10/12; Staff Attorney, 5/04-4/06 

Supervise attorneys, staff, and interns providing legal services to individuals with 

disabilities and mental illness across the state of Washington; represent both groups 

and individuals with disabilities with a wide variety of legal needs, including abuse and 

neglect, conditions of care and compliance with Medicaid in the community and 

institutions, discrimination, and violations of constitutional rights; consult and plan for 

appropriate utilization of legal resources; representative list of systemic/class action 

advocacy includes: 

 Investigation and advocacy into legal violations of the “Ashley Treatment” 
(removal of breast buds, uterus, and administration of hormones to keep child 
with disabilities permanently small) see: investigative report at: 
http://www.disabilityrightswa.org/home/ashley-treatment-investigation 

 Marr, et al. v. Eastern State Hospital, et al., 2011 WL 2260982, USDC CS-02-0067-
WFN (class action regarding inadequate treatment of individuals with dual 
diagnosis of developmental disabilities and mental illness);  

 Disability Rights Washington v. Penrith Farms, et al., 2009 WL 777737, CV-09-
024-JLQ (use of federal protection and advocacy laws to investigate abuse and 
neglect of people with disabilities and mental illness in private facilities);  

 A.B. et al. v. Bremerton School District et al., 2008 WL 161985,  C07-5682FDB 
(segregation of children with developmental disabilities living in institution from 
local school);  

Case 2:14-cv-01178-MJP   Document 37-1   Filed 10/03/14   Page 2 of 7

http://www.disabilityrightswa.org/home/ashley-treatment-investigation


 Boyle, et al. v. Robin Arnold-Williams, et al., USDC C-01-5687 JKA (inadequate 
assessment, delivery, and due process relating to Medicaid waiver services for 
people with developmental disabilities). 

 
Seattle University School of Law. Seattle, Washington 
Adjunct Professor of Law, 8/10-present 

 
Teach upper-division law students about the numerous substantive laws affecting 
people with disabilities, as well as the policies that shape those laws and ethical 
considerations affecting the representation of clients with disabilities.  

 
PROFESSIONAL HONORS 

Excellence in Advocacy Award, National Disability Rights Network, 2007; for advocacy 

relating to WPAS Investigative Report Regarding the “Ashley Treatment” 

BAR MEMBERSHIPS 

Washington State Bar Association; 2004-present 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Washington; 2005-present 
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Washington; 2006-present 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit; 2007-present 
 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

National Disability Rights Network Legal Committee (Ninth Circuit Representative); 
2007-present 
Truman Katz Center for Pediatric Bioethics Growth Attenuation Workgroup; 2008-2009 
Washington State Bar Association Access to Justice Statewide Website Accessibility 
Committee; 2007-2009  
Washington State Bar Association Civil Rights Committee; 2005-2007 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

David R. Carlson, Multimodal Advocacy for Social Justice, 11 SEATTLE JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL 

JUSTICE 157 (2012). 

David Carlson, Cindy Smith, Nachama Wilker, Devaluing People with Disabilities: Medical 

Procedures that Violate Civil Rights, National DISABILITY RIGHTS NETWORK AND DISABILITY 

RIGHTS WASHINGTON (2012), available at, 

http://ndrn.org/images/Documents/Resources/Publications/Reports/Devaluing_People

_with_Disabilities.pdf. 
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David R. Carlson, Deborah A. Dorfman, Investigative Report Regarding the “Ashley 

Treatment,” WASHINGTON PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SYSTEM (2007), available at, 

http://www.disabilityrightswa.org/home/Full_Report_InvestigativeReportRegardingthe

AshleyTreatment.pdf. 

RECENT PRESENTATIONS   

The Role of the Protection and Advocacy System in End of Life Decision Making; National 
Disability Rights Network Annual Conference; San Antonio, TX, June 4, 2013. 
 
Using Social Networks to Support Self Advocacy; National Disability Rights Network Annual 
Conference; San Antonio, TX, June 4, 2013. 
 
Disability Rights: Ethics and Practical Skills; Seattle University School of Law Access to Justice 
Institute, Lawyering in a Diverse World Series; Seattle, WA, November 3, 2012. 
 
Devaluing People with Disabilities: Medical Procedures that Violate Civil Rights; National 
Disability Rights Network Annual Conference; Baltimore, MD, June 6, 2012. 
 
Responding to End of Life Service Requests; National Disability Rights Network Annual 
Conference; Baltimore, MD, June 5, 2012. 
 
Medical Discrimination Against People with Disabilities; Governor’s Committee on Disability 
Issues and Employment; Tacoma, WA, June 1, 2012. 
 
Privacy of Medical and Disability Related Information; Guest Lecturer Seattle University School 
of Law Privacy Law Class; Seattle, WA; March 27, 2012. 
 
The Role of the Lawyer in the Public Interest Movement; 25th Anniversary of the United States 
v. Hirabayashi Coram Nobis Case, Korematsu Center for Law and Equity; Seattle, WA, February 
10, 2012. 
 
Ethical Representation of People With Disabilities; Washington State Bar Association, Civil Rights 
Section; Seattle, WA, July 29, 2011. 
 
Bioethics and Disability Rights; National Disability Rights Network Annual Conference; 
Baltimore, MD, June 8, 2011. 
 
Advocacy and the Rights of People With Disabilities; DSHS Developmental Disability/Mental 
Health Training; Lakewood, WA, May 11, 2011. 
 
Meeting Your Patron’s Needs: Tips for assisting individuals with disabilities access justice; King 
County Law Library, Seattle, WA; May 3, 2011. 
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Privacy of Medical and Disability Related Information; Guest Lecturer Seattle University School 
of Law Privacy Law Class; Seattle, WA; March 10, 2011.  
 
Representing People With Disabilities; Seattle University School of Law CLE Series; Seattle, WA, 
November 4, 2010. 
 
Disability in the Law: A Plan for the Deconstruction of “Disability” and the Development of Law 
and Policy; University of Washington Rehabilitation Science PhD Program; Seattle, WA, 
November 3, 2010. 
 
Representing Diverse Clients (panelist); Washington State Access to Justice Annual Conference; 
Wenatchee, WA, June 5, 2010. 
 
Laws that Protect the Rights of People with Traumatic Brain Injuries: Housing, Transportation, 
Employment, and Disability Benefits; Brain Injury Association of Washington Seminar; Seattle, 
WA, May 7, 2010. 
 
Ethical Issues Involving People with Disabilities; National Convention of the National Lawyers 
Guild; Seattle, WA, October 18, 2009. 
 
Perspectives on the Relevance of Eugenics Today (moderator); Eugenics and Disability 
Symposium; University of Washington, Seattle WA, October 9, 2009. 
  
Ethical Issues in the Representation of Clients with Cognitive Disabilities: Why Did Ashley Need 
an Attorney?; Gonzaga University School of Law, Spokane, WA, January 25, 2008. 
 
Serving Clients with Developmental Disabilities; King County Bar Association Certified 
Professional Guardianship Training; Seattle, WA, September 20, 2007. 
 
Developing Forensic Waitlist Litigation; National Disability Rights Network Annual Conference; 
St. Louis, MO, June 7, 2007. 
Advocacy Strategies Relating to the “Ashley Treatment”; National Disability Rights Network 
Annual Conference, St. Louis, MO, June 7, 2007. 
 
The Ethical and Policy Implications of Limiting Growth in Children with Severe Disabilities; 
Truman Katz Pediatric Bioethics Center and University of Washington School of Law Growth 
Attenuation Symposium; Seattle, WA, May 16, 2007. 
 
Internationally Covered Broadcast and Print Interviews, and Press Conference Regarding Legal 
Violations of the “Ashley Treatment”; May 8, 2007. 
 
Erosion of Disability Protection in Washington State; King County Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration; Seattle, WA, January 15, 2007. 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Disability Rights Washington (DRW)                                      Seattle, WA 
Staff Attorney.  June 2006 - Present 
Represent the interests of individuals with disabilities regarding civil rights claims.  Draft public reports, conduct 
trainings, and provide testimony to the legislature to effectuate public policy change to benefit our constituents.   
 

The Center for Legal Studies                                                                                                             Seattle, WA 
Paralegal Instructor, January 2006 – April 2008 
Taught a paralegal course through Seattle Community College on topics including civil procedure, research, and ethics. 
 

Lombino Martino, P.S.                       Tacoma, WA 
Associate.  October 2005 – May 2006                      
Practiced in public interest issues including Social Security Administration benefit denials and landlord tenant disputes.   

  

Washington Work Group                                              Potomac, MD 
Consultant.  June 2004 – April 2005 
Drafted health and domestic partner benefits plan documentation for a large firm ensuring regulatory compliance.   

 

Families USA                             Washington, D.C. 
Government Affairs Associate.  August 2003 – May 2004                  
Tracked and influenced federal legislation pertaining to Medicare, Medicaid, and private market insurance.  
 

Society of Council Representing Accused Persons                                                                       Seattle, WA      
Rule 9 and Seattle University School of Law Extern.  May 2002 – August 2002                                                                                                                                            
Represented families during dependency hearings at King County Juvenile Court.   
 

Fremont Public Association                                             Seattle, WA     
Disability Advocate.  September 2001 – August 2002 
Advocated for individuals’ General Assistance and Medicaid benefits at the Office of Administrative Hearings.   

 

EDUCATION 
 

Seattle University School of Law, J.D., May 2003                                        Seattle, WA          

University of Colorado, B.A English Literature, 1998                  Boulder, CO 
   

ACCREDITAIONS 
 

Washington State Bar, Admitted November 2003 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 

Equal Justice Fellow, January 2014 to Present       Seattle, WA 

Washington Attorneys with Disabilities Association, August 2011 to Present   Seattle, WA 

ACLU Washington Board of Directors, October 2010 to Present                Seattle, WA 

The GLBT Bar Association of Washington Member, May 2008 to Present    Seattle, WA   

WSBA Committee on Diversity Member, August 2007 to August 2011     Seattle, WA 

KCBA Volunteer Attorney for People with AIDS, November 2005 – Present   Seattle, WA 

REFERENCES 

Lisa Brodoff, Clinical Professor of Law, Seattle University School of Law, (206) 398-4145, lbrodoff@seattleu.edu 

David Carlson, DRW Legal Director and SU Adjunct Professor, (206) 324-1521, davidc@dr-wa.org  

 

Case 2:14-cv-01178-MJP   Document 37-1   Filed 10/03/14   Page 7 of 7

mailto:lbrodoff@seattleu.edu



