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Years of  Vigilance



In 1935, a small group of union activists, lawyers, and 
 intellectuals founded the ACLU of Washington to confront 
the political repression that surged amid the Great Depression.  
Devoted to the Bill of Rights,  they defended free speech rights 
of labor activists, anti-war protesters, and communists.  
They soon took on racial justice,  due process and religious 
 freedom.  Seven decades later, we carry on their fight in an 
increasingly complex world.

As we celebrate the ACLU-WA’s 75th anniversary, the  
maxim rings true that “Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.”  
The ACLU’s work is never done.  We have become an essential 
American institution, protecting basic freedoms and advancing 
freedom’s frontier.

Jesse Wing
Board President

Kathleen Taylor
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In 1994, the state  Supreme Court agreed with the ACLU-WA 

and struck down the “erotic music law” which had barred 

selling recordings deemed “erotic” to minors.
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The ACLU-WA is challenging a library Internet use policy 

that denies adult patrons access to a wide range of lawful 

information on public computers.
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In 1975, the ACLU-WA won a state Supreme Court ruling 

that public school varsity sports programs must be open 

to girls.

OCTOBER                2010
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Columbus 
Day

then



In 2009, the legislature passed an ACLU-WA drafted bill 

which prohibits gender discrimination in  community 

athletics programs.
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In 1983, a successful  ACLU-WA lawsuit ended the  degrading 

practice of  strip searching people arrested on minor 

 off enses.

NOVEMBER                2010
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Thanksgiving
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then



In 2010, the legislature passed an ACLU-WA backed bill 

which bans the dehumanizing and painful practice of 

 using   restraints on pregnant inmates in labor.
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In 2005, the ACLU-WA advocated on behalf of a Muslim group 

whose permit to convert a home to a mosque was denied by 

the city of Mountlake Terrace without compelling reason.

DECEMBER                2010
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

  

       Christmas 

Chanukah
begins

then



In 2009, in response to an ACLU-WA lawsuit, the Puyallup 

City Council amended its solicitation ordinance to protect 

the rights of U.S. Mission to spread “the social gospel.”
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In 1979, Seattle became the fi rst city in the U.S. to adopt a 

law barring police from collecting information about political 

activities without suspicion of a crime.
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JANUARY               2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Martin 
Luther King, 

Jr. Day

New Year’s 
Day

then



In 2010, the ACLU-WA gained a large settlement for an Olympia 

activist who was wrongfully arrested on the way to a peaceful 

protest because police reported he was in a car of “anarchists.”
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In 1973, the state Supreme Court overturned the conviction 

of a labor organizer and attorney arrested while seeking to 

speak with migrant farm workers near Walla Walla.
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FEBRUARY              2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Presidents’ 
Day

then



In 2008, the ACLU-WA won a lawsuit on behalf of  371 Seattle-

area  residents who had applied for citizenship, but endured 

years of unreasonable and unjustifi ed government delays.

immigrant
rights

immigrant
rights

immigrant

noW



   1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 27 28 29 30 31

MARCH              2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

In 1993, the legislature prohibited the execution of 

 mentally retarded persons – making Washington one of 

the fi rst states to do so.

then



The ACLU-WA is urging the Washington legislature to 

 repeal the death penalty and join 15 other states that 

have stopped this arbitrary and archaic practice.

The death penalty 

is the ultimate 

denial of 

civil liberties.

noW



In 1942, the ACLU-WA supported University of 

 Washington student Gordon  Hirabayashi’s challenge to 

the curfew and internment order for Japanese  Americans.
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APRIL               2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Easter

then



In 2007, an ACLU-WA lawsuit gained  compensation and 

an apology for an Iraqi refugee who was  unlawfully 

 arrested and imprisoned by the Border Patrol.
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MAY               2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Mother’s 
Day

Memorial 
Day

In 2003, in a landmark ACLU-WA case, the state  Supreme Court 

found that police must obtain a warrant before  tracking an 

individual’s car with a Global Positioning System.

then



Protecting privacy for drivers, the 2010 legislature passed an 

ACLU-drafted measure limiting the use of electronic records 

of travel on toll facilities to toll collection  purposes.
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In 1998, voters passed ACLU-backed I-692, authorizing 

 individuals with serious medical conditions to obtain a 

 doctor’s  advice to use marijuana for medicinal purposes.

JUNE              2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Father’s 
Day

then



With our prisons overcrowded with people arrested simply 

for possessing marijuana, the ACLU-WA is working to  legalize 

adult possession of marijuana for personal use.
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In a 1985 ACLU-WA lawsuit, the state Supreme Court 

found that school offi  cials cannot search a student’s 

possessions without individualized suspicion.

JULY              2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Independence
Day

then



In 2008, the state Supreme Court ruled in an ACLU-WA 

case that public schools cannot force students to take 

drug tests without suspicion of drug use.
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In 1991, a state court agreed with the ACLU-WA and stopped 

the prayers planned for Yelm High School’s graduation 

 ceremony.
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AUGUST             2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Ramadan

then



In 2008, with ACLU-WA assistance, a Curtis High School 

 student succeeded in stopping his biology teacher’s 

 instruction in “Intelligent Design.”
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In 1968, after several years of grassroots  pressure, the 

city of Seattle passed a law banning racial  discrimination 

in housing transactions.

SEPTEMBER              2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Labor Day

Rosh
Hashanah

begins

then



In 2010, in a groundbreaking ruling, the 9th U.S.  Circuit 

Court of Appeals found that there is pervasive racism 

in our state’s criminal justice system.

racialracial
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In 1991, after a campaign led by the ACLU-WA and  Planned 

Parenthood, Washington voters adopted I-20,  guaranteeing 

women the right to choose abortion under state law.
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OCTOBER              2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Columbus 
Day

Yom Kippur
begins

then



In 2007, the legislature passed the Healthy Youth Act 

 requiring that if sexual education is taught in public schools, 

it must be medically accurate.

freedom
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In 1972, the state Supreme Court overturned the  English 

 language requirement for voting, opening the way for 

Spanish-speaking and other citizens to vote.
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NOVEMBER               2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Thanksgiving

Election 
Day

then



In 2009, the legislature fi nally ended the ban on voting by 

citizens who have completed their prison sentence but 

still owe fi nancial debts – a modern poll tax.
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In 1972, the ACLU-WA brought a lawsuit seeking the right 

for John Singer and Paul Barwick to marry – the fi rst (and 

unsuccessful) such suit in Washington.
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DECEMBER              2011
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

Chanukah
begins

Christmas

then



As the ACLU-WA continues to work for marriage equality, in 

2009 the legislature passed a law providing domestic partners 

the same rights and responsibilities as  married couples.
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ACLU of WAshington foUndAtion sUpport & revenUe

Annual Fund Campaign .................................................................  1,023,419 
Workplace Giving  ................................................................................ 119,464 
Miscellaneous ..........................................................................................  68,414 
Endowment Fund Income ................................................................  343,901 
Transfers from Designated & Restricted Funds .........................  839,955 
Due to National ACLU Foundation ..............................................  (232,210)
total ................................................................................ 2,162,943 

expenses

Communications Program ................................................................  405,474 
Legal Program ....................................................................................... 645,047 
Field Program ......................................................................................... 124,854 
Drug Policy Reform .............................................................................. 221,745 
Liberty & Technology ............................................................................  91,945 
Development ......................................................................................... 367,809 
Management & General .....................................................................  294,202 
total ................................................................................ 2,151,077 

2009-2010 generAL operAting BUdget 
(unaudited)*



ACLU of WAshington sUpport & revenUe

Membership ........................................................................................... 608,491 
Annual Fund Campaign .......................................................................  39,112 
Miscellaneous ............................................................................................. 3,259 
Transfers from Designated & Restricted Funds ...........................  60,354 
Due to National ACLU ...........................................................................  (4,955)
total ................................................................................... 706,261 

expenses

Communications ....................................................................................  86,543 
Legislative & Field Programs.............................................................  332,070 
Technology & Liberty and Drug Policy Reform ...........................  24,723 
Fundraising ...............................................................................................  14,491 
Management & General .......................................................................  72,417 
total ................................................................................... 530,245

*Audited statements will be available from the ACLU-WA office in early fall.
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We recognize the 
 members of the DeSilver 
Society whose bequests 
and other planned gifts 
will keep the ACLU a 
strong and effective 
 defender of liberty for 
years to come. 
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Bequests
We honor the memory of 
these thoughtful ACLU 
supporters who provided 
for freedom’s future in their 
wills.

Ruth H. Affl  ack
Ruth Cascone
John M. Case
Mildred Choleva
Estelle and Phillip DeLacy
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David Gallwey
Barbara Meyer
Donald Sacks
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Every eff ort has been made 
to accurately recognize 
those who gave generously 
to support the ACLU of 
Washington from August 1, 
2009 to August 29, 2010.  
If we have  mistakenly 
misspelled or left out a 
name, please accept our 
apologies and contact our 
Development  Department 
at (206) 624-2184 so 
that we may correct our 
records.



2010 marks the culmination of unprecedented growth for 
the ACLU.  Launching in 2008, the Leading Freedom Forward 
 Campaign has raised $135 million to enhance the infrastructure 
of ACLU nationwide, infusing key affiliates with much-needed 
resources and staff. The strategic investment has targeted states 
like Mississippi, Texas, Florida, and Arizona – states where a 
strong ACLU presence is needed to confront enduring issues of 
 inequality and injustice. 

The campaign has also grown Washington’s own forward-looking 
programs, such as Technology & Privacy, Education Equity, and 
Youth work. Thanks to numerous, dedicated ACLU  supporters 
across the country, the Leading Freedom Forward campaign 
has been a huge success, launching the ACLU to new heights of 
 effectiveness and stability. 

LeAding freedom forWArd
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BoArd of direCtors

The ACLU in Washington is comprised of two separate corporate 
entities, the  American Civil  Liberties Union of Washington and the 
ACLU-WA  Foundation. They are separate entities based on the kind of 
work they do. However, they share the same mission, and both are part 
of the  nationwide ACLU.  This calendar  collectively refers to the two 
 organizations as “ACLU-WA.”




